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It is equally important that Indian leaders should have
a clear comprehension of the significance of partnership
with Great Britain and nothing should be done to emphasize
the racial aspect. They must realize that<f India would have
been shorn of fullness if it had missed contact with the
West. The lamp of England is still burning ; we must
kindle our old extinguished lamp at that flame and start
again on the road of Time." 1 In moments of political
passion they revolt against the impact of the West and
seem to think that all would be well if the British Govern-
ment withdraw from India, if every vestige of its influence
is erased from Indian national life, and if they are allowed
to live in the peace of " splendid isolation." To Gandhi
the civilization of the West is " satanic and perverse." He
writes : " It is my firm opinion that Europe to-day represents
not the spirit of God or Christianity but the spirit of Satan.
And Satan's successes are the greatest when he appears
with the name of God on his lips. Europe is to-day nomin-
ally Christian. In reality, it is worshipping mammon."
In the enthusiasm of vindicating India's culture, Gandhi
and those who are known to be his followers preach with
frantic insistency that the West is materialistic and the
East is all spirit. The West " disowns the spirit," and the
East lives for it. They seem to ignore Europe's achieve-
ments in the sphere of aesthetics, science and humanitarian-
ism and discern only the Imperialistic designs of the
powerful nations of the West in their associations with the
East. They forget that Europe has its noble traditions
and that she has certainly influenced Asiatic thought by
her ideas, the traces of which are to be found behind the
forces of renaissance in Asia, They underestimate the
contributions of that " happy breed of men " in Europe
whose idealism and sense of justice should inspire courage
and faith among the nations of the world. In an unbiassed
estimation of the spirit of the West, one cannot fail to
discern, amidst all perversions of truth, its persistent urge
1 Xagore.

